
technological progress. 

In the face of a rapidly 

changing global economic 

l a n d s c a p e  a n d  i n c r e a s -

ing inequalities, sustained 

growth must include indus -

trialization that first of all, 

makes opportunities acces -

sible to all people, and two, 

is supported by innovation 

and resilient infrastructure.

So what’s the problem?   
Basic infrastructure 

like roads, information 

and communication 

3.8  b illion 

people 

d o  n o t  h a ve 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e

in ter net 
r e p r e s e n t i n g

80  p e r  c en t
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l e a s t  d e v e l o p e d 

c o u n t r ies

INDUS T RY,  INNOVAT ION 
A ND  INF R AST RUC T UR E:  
WHY IT MATTERS



technologies, sanitation, 

electrical power and water 

remains scarce in many 

developing countries. 

An estimated 3.8 billion 

people still do not have 

access to the Internet, 

representing 80% of the 

population in the least 

developed countries. 3 

billion people worldwide 

lack access to basic san-

itation and 3 in 10 peo-

ple lack access to safely 

managed drinking water.

How much progress 
have we made?

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment

