
What’s the goal here?
To make cities inclu-

sive, safe, resilient 

and sustainable

Why?
The world is becoming 

increasingly urbanized. 

Since 2007, more than half 

the world’s population has 

been living in cities, and 

that share is projected to 

rise to 60 per cent by 2030. 

Cities and metropoli-

tan areas are power-

houses of economic 

growth— contributing 

about 60 per cent of global 

GDP. However, they also 

account for about 70 per 

cent of global carbon 

emissions and over 60 

per cent of resource use.

What are some of the 
most pressing challenges 
that cities face today?
Inequality is a big concern. 

Over 1 billion people live 

in slums and this number 

keeps rising. The levels of 

urban energy consump-

tion and pollution are also 
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worrying. Cities occupy 

just 3 per cent of the 

Earth’s land, but account 

for 60-80 per cent of 

energy consumption and 

70 per cent of carbon 

emissions. Many cities 

are also more vulnera-
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